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Dharma Function with Sound, Dharma Propagation with
Music — A Study of Buddhist Hymns and Buddhist Songs of
Fo Guang Shan

Di Qian
Professor, Shanghai Conservatory of Music

Abstract

This paper introduces the historical development and current state of Buddhist
hymns and songs at Fo Guang Shan, an international Buddhist headquarters
founded by Venerable Master Hsing Yun. This study also offers academic analysis
of the musical forms from a selected set of Buddhist hymns and songs with a
specific focus on how particular musical forms are manifested in these as well as
why they have become popular. Most of the musical scores are transcribed by the
author from recordings made in the main shrine of Fo Guang Shan. Other parts
of the musical scores are provided by the Fo Guang Shan Institute of Humanistic
Buddhism.

Keywords: tidal sound, Buddhist hymn, Buddhist song, folk song, new age music
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